Press Release

Free Public Lecture: “Theorizing Islam: Islamo-Christian Civilization”

The Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies at the Ohio State University is proud to announce that Dr. Richard W. Bulliet, Professor of History at Columbia University, will present a free public lecture, entitled “Theorizing Islam: Islamo-Christian Civilization” at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, October 4, 2004.  The lecture will be held in the Grand Lounge in the Faculty Club (on the OSU campus), located at 181 South Oval Drive, Columbus, OH 43210.  The event is free and open to the public.  Discussion will follow.

Directions to the faculty club and a map of the OSU campus may be found at <http://www.osu.edu/map/linkbuildings/facultyclub.html>.  Parking is available in the University Parking garages, and parking for persons with disabilities is available near the Faculty Club.
Dr. Bulliet is the author of several books on Islamic culture and its early history, including The Camel and the Wheel (1975) and Islam: the View from the Edge (1994), and is the editor of The Columbia History of the Twentieth Century (1998) and The Encyclopedia of the Modern Middle East (1996).  He is a recognized expert on the region and its history, as well as an active voice in current discussions about American foreign policy.
Dr. Bulliet’s lecture coincides with the publication of his next book, The Case for Islamo-Christian Civilization, soon to be published by the Columbia University Press.  In this important book, Dr. Bulliet disputes the conventional wisdom that the differences between Islam and Christianity are irreconcilable.  Instead, he argues, these “sibling societies begin at the same time, go through the same developmental stages, and confront the same internal challenges.”  Dr. Bulliet’s lecture will review the early and medieval history of these two cultures.

(For more information about this book, please see the publisher’s website at <http://www.columbia.edu/cu/cup/catalog/data/023112/0231127960.HTM>; please note that the final three letters must be capitalized.)

Mustapha Tlili, Founder and Director, Dialogues: Islamic World-U.S.-The West, World Policy Institute, New School, writes: “Only a historian as great as Richard Bulliet could offer such new daring insights into the Islamic-Christian encounter.  After this book, it will no longer be possible to consider with any degree of seriousness the pop philosophy of a ‘clash of civilizations.’  All those who care about the future of the Muslim world-US relationship will do well to read this brilliant book.”
Juan Cole, Professor of Modern Middle East and South Asian History at the University of Michigan and editor of The International Journal of Middle East Studies, writes: “Richard Bulliet's The Case for Islamo-Christian Civilization re-examines most of the pieties of the West about the Muslim world and Islamic politics (and about the West itself) and finds them not only wrong but wrongly conceived. . . . He argues that modern European and Muslim history are deeply intertwined and that one cannot be understood in isolation from the other, thereby launching a profound challenge to teachers, historians and policy-makers.”

For more information, please contact the Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies at (614) 292-7495, or by email at <cmrs@osu.edu>, or visit our webpage at <http://cmrs.osu.edu>.

More information about Dr. Bulliet, including contact information, can be found at <http://www.columbia.edu/cu/history/htm/h_faculty_profile_builliet.htm>  (please note that this internet address includes an extra ‘i’ in Dr. Bulliet’s name.)
